A simple copper salt catalysed the coupling of imidazole with arylboronic acids in protic solvent.
In the presence of a catalytic amount of a simple copper salt, the coupling of imidazole with arylboronic acids was performed in methanol to give corresponding N-arylimidazoles in almost quantitative yields; this coupling reaction could also be performed in aqueous solutions to give N-arylimidazoles in excellent yields.